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Bacjy- xound . On 3 Juno 1953* 'the Be porting Officer had a luncheon meting at the 
Imperial IJotel \rith lb. Takebora OGATA, Deputy Prime Minister* The luncheon woe 
arr cuigeflu j^hroug] i ex-Golonel Nofcu ! liicdf J IMBG who also attended with hia eepretary-! 
interpreter. TJio purpose of the meeting was to hoar 1ft. OGATA *g person^’ : v&^fo on 
roar^went, Although Ift. OGATA specks and understands English fairly well, the 
conversation usus carried on in Japanese ‘through an interpret or, 1ft*. OGATA* 8 views 
on reajmament are outlined hereafter. 

1, it is not necessary to revise the Constitution before Japan con build a 
defense force. , If _ the Government con hold to the. view, that the precont farces nro 
not military forces* then- there will be no need to bring this question up, However, 
if the United States, in rendering assistance to Japan, stresses that such 
assistance is for "military forces," it trill probably be necessary to raise the 
question politically. 

2, The use of the word "rearmament" Jias a bad connotation to most Japanese , • 

because it implies a reversion to the former military system. Therefore, both 
Japanese end United States leaders should ovoid the use of this specific torn. If 
tht> United States could indicate that the assistance given under >SA was designed 
for a Japanese police force, the Government would have no trouble in getting the 
Diet to ratify such an agreement. If, however, tho United States insists that the 
agreement refer to "military forces" there may bo some difficulty. (Reporting 
Officer^ not a: In this regard 1ft*. OGATA asked if the United States did not give 

Q'nripfcient to Indo -China which was specifically identified os equipment for a police 
force* lie was informed that while the Reporting Officer was not familiar \/ith the 
terras of a specific agreement vdth Indo -China he knew of no cose where the United 
States was giving MSA assistance to build up a looal police establishment as opposed 
to military forces .designed to repel aggression.) 

3, Many Leftist and Communist elements in Japan state that the United States 
want o to build up Japanese troops bo they can fight Americans battles ahroad. 

United States leaders should deny this point emphatically in all their public 

. utterances and emphasize clearly that they envision any forces created to be solely 
for the defense of Japan. This is particularly important because many of the Asian* 
countries are suspicious of Japan r s intention end therefore imat be convinced that imyjj 
.rearmament program van designed solely for defense and not for aggressive war. 



4. Japan ia presently too poor to embark upon a rapid end extensive build-up 
^b'fiarmed iorcaa r and from the Jeparase viewpoint her best defense for the immediate' 
future lies in the presence of United States security forces mid bases in •.■Japan.' ■ 

‘-fife, -fe ‘v-’b • ... * ' ■ ' *--*••'* >1 • : ; 'i ♦ . .4i •• ••:••• •>.; - v 

h ki '-^5*. A-Thero are three basic ; reasons why Japanese people ore apathetic" to ’ ;*v /. 

sar^jment,- viz.: v>: •• - .11 

- (l) Fear that it. would upset .the economic stability of the. country end l 

reduce the standard of living. ' - v ’ • • ••* ’ ' . • ; ' 



(2) ‘ Fear ' of resurgence of a powerful mil .itary ' clique and - the 
it could impose. ; .; ‘ • •'$/<*:*:*. • ." .;•* , .* 1 ■'{ 
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